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TUBKEY. 

Reports from Constantinople. 
[Report No. 230.] 

CHOLKEA AT BASSOEAH. 

Constantinople, October 10, 1899. 

At to-day's sitting of the Superior Sanitary Commission, a telegram 
from the Bassorah sanitary physician was communicated. He announced 
the appearance of cholera in said town. Said telegram is dated October 
7; it says: "Two days since, it is rumored, that many cholera deaths 
have occurred in tchardaks (sheds of straw) where dates are manipu- 
lated. I have visited with two physicians some cases and dead bodies ; 
the symptoms said cases- presented were cholera symptoms, and did 
prove fatal. Yesterday I visited, with other physicians of the munici- 
pality, with whom we embarked on a steamboat, all the sheds which 
exist on the two shores of the river, from Bassorah to Fao. We have 
not found any patients in the sheds of the latter place. Two sheds were 
abandoned by the workmen. The above-mentioned patients, as well as 
the workmen who fled, are all bedouins from Mutefic. In the evening, 
when we came back, we found a cholera patient at the separated wing 
of the marine hospital. It was a sailor of the English man -of war, 
Lampwing, which took pratique nine days ago. One other case, which 
proved fatal, was observed in one of the suburbs of the city. The 
hospital physician states that there exist other cases also. I had already 
a meeting with the vali. To-morrow, the physicians of the city will 
meet in order to decide on the disposition of the huts. May I subject 
the ship Lampwing to quarantine or only isolate her? At this moment 
I receive the announcement that said sailor is dead." 

On the 8th instant, at 9 o'clock in the morning, the following tele- 
gram was sent by the same physician : "I had a meeting with army 
and municipality physician, at which we decided wha* steps should be 
taken in order to check the spread of the disease. The governor seems 
willing to do what is necessary. The disease is limited to the suburb 
south of the city, which is free from any disease at this moment. To-day, 
4 deaths. No other cases announced. After the above-mentioned 
steps have been put into execution I shall be able to give exactly the 
number of cases and deaths." 

The British sanitary representative has communicated that the Brit- 
ish consul at Bassorah has wired, on the 7th instant, that an epidemic 
disease broke out on the shores of the Shat-el- Arab. The 8th instant a 
case occurred on the British dispatch boat. Said disease is cholera. 

It has been wired from the sanitary board to the Bassorah sanitary 
physician : "Incinerate wearing apparel of persons dead from cholera, 
as well as huts in which said deaths occur. Isolate contaminated 
suburb from the rest of the city, and surround with a cordon the 
infected houses. Establish hospital in a separated place for cholera 
cases. Prevent the departure of passengers from Bassorah till you 
receive fresh instructions. Mention in bills of health the existence of 
cholera. Inquire into origin of illness. Isolate the Lampwing, and 
give a daily bulletin." 

It was decided at said sitting that passengers coming from Bassorah 
will be subjected to ten days' quarantine in a lazaretto. 

It seems that cholera has been imported into Bassorah from Djewadir 
or Guadir on the opposite coast of the Persian Gulf. 

Spibidion C. Zavitziano, 
TJ. 8. Sanitary Commissioner. 
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[Report No. 231.] 

Constantinople, October 26, 1899. 

CHOLERA AT BASSOBAH. 

Sik : Immediately after I had forwarded my last report, on the 10th 
instant, a dispatch arrived from Bassorah announcing 5 more cholera 
cases, which all proved fatal. On the following day, the 11th of Octo- 
ber, 3 cholera fatalities had been registered there, 3 more on the 12th, 

1 on the 13th, 1 on the 14th, 1 on the 15th, 1 on the 17th, 1 on the 18th, 

2 on the 19th, and 1 on the 22d. This latter cholera death occurred on 
the left bank of the Shat el-Arab. Since the first appearance of cholera 
in Bassorah there have been 25 cholera deaths. 

SANITARY NEWS FROM THE TURKISH PROVINCES. 

The sanitary news from the other provinces of the Ottoman Empire 
is good. Sanitary reports have been received from Dedeaghatch, Met- 
elin, Beirut, Chio, and Smyrna stating that public health is good. 

ARRIVAL OF PILGRIMS. 

From Djiddah it is announced that the arrival of pilgrims has already 
begun. On the 19th instant the first Java pilgrims arrived. At the 
same time it is announced from said city that the disinfection of houses 
has already begun. 

PLAGUE NEWS. 

The plague news communicated at to-day's sitting of the superior 
sanitary council is that of the Ottoman consul at Eio de Janeiro, dated 
the 19th instant, stating that bubonic plague broke out at Santos, 
Brazil. According to a dispatch sent from the ministry of foreign 
affairs of France since October 12, no more plague cases have been 
observed in Tamatave, Madagascar. From Bombay it is announced 
that during the week ended the 16th instant, 125 plague cases have 
been registered, of which 113 proved fatal. The Anglo-Indian Gov- 
ernment has decided, and the decision was communicated to the supe- 
rior sanitary council at the sitting of October 26, that only the pilgrims 
coming from those Indian provinces which are free from plague will be 
allowed to go to Mecca, and they will be allowed to embark only at 
Chittagong. Said decision bears date September 27. 

The superior sanitary council has decided to express thanks to the 
Anglo-Indian Government for preventing by said decision the spread 
of plague. There are more than twenty days that no plague case or 
death has occurred in Egypt; therefore, I proposed at the above- 
mentioned sitting of the sanitary commission to abolish the quarantine 
to which ships and passengers coming from the latter country are sub- 
jected. The British sanitary representative, Dr. Dickson, has sup- 
ported my proposal, but it has been decided not to take any new step 
before asking the advice of the Ottoman sanitary representative to the 
Alexandria sanitary commission. 

INCLOSURE. 

I have the honor to forward a copy of the year book of the mortality 
of Constantinople during the year ended February 23, 1899, as well 
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as a copy of the answer of the British sanitary commissioner to the alle- 
gations of Colonel Artamonoff, (see my reports, 214 of April 1, 1899, 
and 216 of May 2, 1899), concerning the sanitary service at Aden. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IN CONSTANTINOPLE. 

Public health in Constantinople is good. The sanitary board has 
asked from the Institut Pasteur of this town to forward serum for pre- 
ventive injections against plague. The director of said Institut Pasteur 
has answered, September 12, addressing his letter to Dr. Cozzoni, the 
Inspector-General of the sanitary service, stating that it is very difficult 
at the moment to forward said serum but as soon as the Paris Institut 
Pasteur shall be able to forward, he will transmit it to the sanitary 
board. 

The number of deaths registered in Constantinople from the 2d to 
the 23d instant is 534, of which 5 are from diphtheria, 6 from smallpox, 
and 15'from^typhoid fever. 

Eespectfully, Spiridion C. Zavitziano, 

U. 8. Sanitary Commissioner. 

FOREIGN STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Bahamas — Inagua. — Two weeks ended September 30, 1899. Esti- 
mated population, 1,200. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Nassau. — Two weeks ended October 31, 1899. Estimated popula- 
tion, 12,000. Number of deaths not reported. No contagious diseases 
reported. 

British Columbia— Vancouver.— Month of October, 1899. Esti- 
mated population not reported. Total number of deaths 27, including 
diphtheria, 2, and 1 from enteric fever. 

Canada — Hamilton. — Month of October, 1899. Estimated popula- 
tion, 52,000. Total number of deaths, 40, including enteric fever, 2; 
whooping cough, 2, and 5 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Province of Ontario. — Beports to the provincial board of health for 
the month of July, from 670 municipalities having an aggregate esti- 
mated population of 2,168,115, show a total of 1,643 deaths, including 
diphtheria, 20 ; enteric fever, 15 ; measles, 4 ; scarlet fever, 7 ; whoop- 
ing cough, 6, and 178 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Month of August, 1899. Beports from 730 municipalities having an 
aggregate estimated population of 2,225,326, show a total of 2,088 
deaths, including diphtheria, 25 ; enteric fever, 55 ; measles, 5 ; scarlet 
fever, 8 ; whooping cough, 16, and 172 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Month of September, 1899. Beports from 738 municipalities having 
an aggregate estimated population of 2,265,308, show a total of 1,967 
deaths, including diphtheria, 21; enteric fever, 55; measles, none; 
scarlet fever, 10 ; whooping cough, 8, and 190 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

China— Amoy.— Three weeks ended September 23, 1899. Estimated 
population, 300,000. Number of deaths not reported. Malarial 
diseases, enteric fever, and smallpox present. 
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